Results for: Ann Arbor Ultimate Winter League Survey for Non-participators

1) Why did you not join the Ann Arbor Ultimate Winter League

Yo, it was past my bed time.




  21 (25%)

Uhhh, I am too cool.
 




 3 (3%)

Geez man, it was either join or pay for groceries.


  5 (5%)

There is no way it's worth 50 bucks



  8 (9%)

Dude, I joined the waiting list.
 



 2 (2%)

Man, I wanted to but it was full already...the waiting list is for losers.
  6 (7%)

Ann Arbor Ultimate Winter League? What are you talking about?

  10 (11%)

Other






  44 (52%)

- its indoors on astroturf, plus a bit expensive 

- Couldn't choose what night to play

- Family and work commitments

- i'm on a coop in indiana - too much of a commute

- Had evening classes

- healing from knee pain

- Too busy in the winter

- not enough time with school

- busy

- maybe i thought it would be too cold? i don't really remember.

- too much work this term

- no time

- I don't live in A2 during the winter

- drive from EL during school is too hard for us

- Can't stand astroturf. Prefer to play on turf similar to Ford Field (nylon grass w/ rubber particles). Canton has indoor soccer fields as such (High Velocity).

- so basically 50 bucks was too rich for my blood, but only because it didn't seem like there would be that much playing tiime, plus I think it was already full by the time I heard about it

- no transport and into other winter sports

- too busy, getting too old, pregnant : )

- Classtime.

- moved out of town

- didn't hear of it till it was too late. Just like spring league, darn it!!!!

- training for a marathon

- The field was too small and hard

- Injuries

- too far, no car!

- Wanted to but no time

- Didn't want to play with all club players and get my ass kicked.

- It's colder and I am busier in Winter.

- I heard it was in a turf arena with cement floor - too hard on my knees

- busy coaching ultimate

- too busy during school year

- can't play during the week due to long rush hour drive

- playing college

- unfamiliar with how league would work

- health reasons

- too busy with work and school

- $50 would have been too much given that I wasn't going to be able to make it 100% of the time (probably more like 50%)

- I'm not hard core enough; a fair weather Ultimater.

- Winter is the time for healing injuries, not getting new ones. ;)

- it was too far of a drive and I don't like driving at night

- was unclear what indoor ultimate would be like.

- I live an hour away-drive too long for winter

- indoor makes my toes hurt

- Training for a marathon and Turf & I don't get along

2) If you were in charge of the world (and had time), how would you improve every one's satisfaction of Ann Arbor ultimate leagues? ...of the Ann Arbor ultimate community?

- Personally, I think the junta does a great job. I've played summer and fall leagues for several years. Always had good - to - excellent captains, always enjoyed the competition and the spirit. I love the coed format. I can't think of anything to change.

- I only played summer league, so I can only speak for how that's run. Have the first game or two be more like pick-up to figure out how to make the teams more even. Then, have the captains of each team rank their players after two games and then re-distribute any ringers and/or really bad players evenly amongst all the teams. 

- New Discs for Each League

- No cheers at the end of games. they are too orchestrated. Just shaking hands is all that's necessary

- we could use a co-ed summer tournament, played on our newly purchased fields

- Recruit more women players!

- Inform everyone about the leagues---I found out about winter and spring leagues from a friend who apparently is better connected than me. Have a 'pre-season practice' or something so that teams can meet before the first game. Use this time to show beginners whats up with the game, and what the rules are, and whatnot else they need to know. Oh yeah, and it would be great if the captains had some idea of what is expected of them as a captain. I've had captains in the past who were not very helpful for the team. Maybe a training session or something? 

- Improved communications, more choices of playing nights during summer league, keep the games at one location for the entire season

- Much better fields!

- You guys are doing an awesome job--year round play, competitive league for summer

- i like ann arbor ultimate, i wish it was in toledo so i wouldn't have to drive so far. i think it would be cool for summer league to have a free day too. perhaps a more advertised day for pickup at those same fields. that would be fun. 

- TRY A LITTLE HARDER TO BALANCE THE TEAMS IN TERMS OF SKILL - I IMAGINE THE TEAM ASSIGNMENTS ARE SOMEWHAT RANDOM, BUT THE ORGANIZERS (AS LONG-STANDING MEMBERS OF THE A2 ULITMATE COMMUNITY) MUST KNOW WHO THE RINGERS ARE AND COULD PROBABLY CHECK OUT THE TEAM LISTS TO SEE THAT NO ONE TEAM RUNS AWAY WITH THE SEASON - I THINK THAT CAN BE INTIMIDATING FOR NEWCOMERS ESPECIALLY, AND I THOUGHT THE ANN ARBOR LEAGUES WERE SUPPOSED TO BE RECREATIONAL/INSTRUCTIVE, NOT COMPETITIVE, AS WELL AS FUN

- make more dates, for about 8 weeks is too little for 25$ and set up two leagues , one for fun, one for competitive

- It's all good

- I'd run clinics for the dorms to recruit young folk who might not know about ultimate. I'd also run clinics at women's and minority organizations so that we can get more women and people of color involved in the sport.

- no complaints. great job! 

- More teams or more nights to play winter, etc.

- Publicity, especially for students. I play ultimate all the time and I played with friends for 3 years before anyone ever told me there were organized games or pickup games

- no improvement necesary

- cheaper? that would be nice

- Make sure new and old players are mixed together and all feel welcome.

- don't know. i think it's pretty good now. 

- it already good...would have played if had time

- I like it pretty well the way it is now

- more spaces! it sucks to hear about a league (ie spring league) after it's already full!!!!!!

- first q: is it definately tough to keep up the enthusiasm throughout the summer season. ideas include water barrels, shade trees/tarps, fewer teams w/ larger rosters. second q: when someone volunteers, make sure to keep in touch with them.

- perhaps i will have more to say when i am playing during summer league...

- really great already - i would maybe change the playoff tourney schedule...that's a LONG day!!

- Summer league is great the way it is. Haven't done the other leagues.

- I would declare marshall law and make everyone in the country play ultimate frisbee. Then I would invest in anti-inflammatory drugs, ibuprofen, and prosthetics...

- Setup seems OK to me, as it is.

- They've been just great!!!!

- I have to say I am very happy this league, seems to be well organized and I have never had a better time. Thank you. 

- Have leagues with a higher level of commitment (read: practices) for people who'd like to make the transition to club play.

- break up clusters of people that always seem to play together (and kick everybody's ass)

- 1)announce the existance of the leagues to the widest possible audience *before* they're full. 2) have enough teams/games to accomodate all interested.

- I think it would be great to offer more clinics so that newbies can hone their skills (i.e., basic throwing), and people who have been playing for a few years can up their coolness factor. I've been playing for about 4 years now, and I feel like there are a few tricks I still need to learn. Clinics I feel I would personally benefit from: how to lay out without killing yourself and/or looking like an idiot, hammer throws- how to do and when to use, good defense strategies to use against a zone offense, stuff like that. You learn a lot just by playing in games, but there are some things it would be nice to practice away from games. 

- No good suggestions off the top of my head. Sorry.

- from the above it looked like a wait-list problem. i have never had a problem with the summer league..

- Nothing different. I think you are doing a great job!

- more field space, less waiting list

- In general, I think they're pretty well run as is! I know that's not helpful, but I can't think of anything specific right now... ask me again after summer league! 

- The junta is doing a good job. No need for a mutiny. It isn't your fault that there isn't a decent local indoor facility, like Oakland Yards for winter league. I don't suppose the U would let us use Osterbahn at a decent hour? I have never played there, but I hear it is nice.

- Don't know, i'm pretty happy with it.

- I would have themes each season and have the teams be named ahead of time. For instance, we could do movie titles or songs. I hear about a san francisco ultimate league who did NPR personalities and the team names were things like Sylvia Pajoli. 

- not sure how to improve...

- I like things now. It would be nice if teammates always practiced and showed up on time to run some warmups/drills, but, oh well...

- The first time I played was in last summer's competitive league. I think THAT was a great addition. Other than that, I haven't really been around enough to know

- Make different sections for different level players and make the teams a bit larger since people always miss a few games

- Don't really know. Sorry...

- the leagues are great. I did summer and fall last week. i have 3 kids so mostly it is time that keeps me from playing even more.

- get in on the schedule for that amazingly soft turf arena on Umich's campus - don't recall the name

- too few women on the summer league teams!

- actually, I think it's pretty good. The club teams have, in the recent past, had a bit too much politics for me, but I think that's starting to mix up. The leagues are generally a lot of fun.

- have more games on the weekends

- I am satisfied. though getting drink discounts at Dominick's would be cool

- Communication is a good thing. Fees should be small. Fun should be had by all!!!!

- As far as I am concerned, it has been run just fine.

- have people sign up in teams instead of as individuals

- Leave it as is. I like how the Spring League games are being played at Fuller Park.

- keep working on balance between being able to "go in with people" when signing up for a team, and having to go in alone.

- Have them at different times on different nights during summer (e.g., 8-9 Monday, 6-7 Tuesday...)

- I would launch a really low-key league more concerned with letting everyone play than who was in what position and what strategy should be used.

- More clearly define the structure. Is it for all pros? Is there pick-up? Is there organized pick-up that isn't lame (for people who know how to play but can't commit)? Who's the old fat guy with the pot belly who always come out and calls too many fouls?

- Last summer was my first time playing. It seemed to go well.

- Not that it's bad, but perhaps improve communication a little. (There was never an e-amil sent out about spring league.)

- I don't have any specific complaints, so I'll philosophize a bit. Even if I had infinite resources, I would not try to improve everyone's satisfaction of A2 Ultimate via a position of power. There is a minority of poeple in the community who will only be satisified if things are "their way" (I don't mean the Junta). I believe most of the rest of the community is mature enough to keep the games fun and guide the immature people in the right direction. My perception is that the Junta's role in regard to satisifaction in the community is to keep things within appropriate bounds: handling safety issues, unresolved disputes, repeated spirit complaints, and of course the all important field acquisitions and orginization of a mass of ulties (plus the hundred other things I don't even know about)... essentially laying the groundwork for a good environment. However, I think the community itself should be encouraged to accept the responsibility of taking advantage of that groundwork, which the Junta works so hard to maintain. The less this responsibility belongs to the members of the community, the more complacent and jaded they will become.

- First, there would be no cut off point. Everyone who wanted to join and play could as long as they applied by a certain date. Second, I would arrange for the games to be held in a place that was central to downtown Ann Arbor, or at least highly accessible for all the folks who live in town. And I would try to ensure that games would take place on the same fields/in the same locations as much as possible. I would do what I could to improve the attendance rate of those who have volunteered to act as coaches for individual teams. When possible, I would try to arrange for games to take place while it is still light outside so people don't have to drive in the dark.

- Improve notification to the general public of league formation and sign up. The current system seems esoteric. If you don't know a player that lives and breathes Ultimate, your chances of getting into a league are reduced. The limit on the number of persons allowed to sign up in a group(to enhance sociability) is contradicted by the narrow field of individuals that receive e-mails informing them of league formation. 

- more beer, and the occasional mixed drink.

- Don't know

- Keep up the division of the "for fun" and the "hat throwers" (like summer league last year). I'm there just for the fun, others who are there to win aren't too helpful to newbies. I keep hearing about the "spirit of the game," but don't see too much of it on the fields when the two extremes are put together on the field.

- distribution list needs to be centralized. didn't find out about spring and winter leagues in time. thx!

- better summer playing fields!

- 1) Throw to beginner women more often; 2) Get rid of the egos of the A2 Ultimate Regulars/"Stud" Players; 3) Get rid of the attitudes of those who look down on people who arent in any way affiliated with the U of M

- You guys do a fine job, I have no suggestions.

- Have no limit to the number of participants. Meaning, keep increasing the number of teams and games.

- Communication is key. Missing out on the Spring League because I was on the wrong email list was a bummer. I can't wait for summer though!!!

- Get Oosterbahn! :-)

- I'd give more responsibility to Dave Morris. That guy is DA BOMB!

- More gurrrllllzzzzzz in tighter spandex!!!

